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Examples  of  the  good  Effects  from  the  life  of  the 
the  drlydrargyrus  Muriatus  Mitis,  in  Cafes  of 
the  Cynanche  Trachealis,  or  Croup.  By  Mr 
James  Anderfon  fen.  Surgeon  in  Edinburgh • 

UPON  the  19th  of  July  1796,  I was  called 
to  fee  the  fon  of  W.  M.  aged  eighteen 
months.  He  had  the  general  fymptoms  of 
fever,  with  that  mode  of  breathing  which  pe- 
culiarly chara&erifes  the  croup.  He  was  or- 
dered an  emetic  immediately,  and,  after  its 
operation,  to  be  put  into  the  warm-bath. 

On  the  20th,  the  fymptoms  of  croup  increa- 
fing,  he  had  a laxative  ; was  bliftered  upon 
the  throat,  and  leeches  were  applied  to  the 
part  as  nearly  as  the  blifter  would  admit.  He 
was  again  ordered  into  the  warm-bath. 

On  the  2 1 ft,  although  the  blifter  had  rifen 
well,  and  the  leeches  bled  freely,  the  croup 
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was  ihcreafed  to  an  alarming  degree. 
Throughout  this  day,  the  agonies  of  my  pa- 
tient were  fuch  as  every  practitioner  may 
have  witnefled  in  the  laft  Itage  of  this  awful 
difeafe.  An  eminent  phylician  in  this  city 
was  deftred  to  vifit  the  child  along  with  me, 
who,  feeing  the  inefficacy  of  the  ordinary  re- 
medies, advifed  that  calomel  fhould  be  tried, 
as  having  been  attended  with  much  fuccefs 
in  America.  Accordingly,  three  grains  were 
given  this  evening,  in  a tea-fpoonful  of  the 
following  : 

ft.  Syrup,  aeeti.  si. 

Extract,  papaver.  alb.  gr.  i m, 
cap.  cochlear,  parv.  2do.  quaq. 
hor. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2zd,  there  was  an 
appearanc  of  abatement  of  the  difeafe,  and 
the  calomel  was  repeated  in  the  fame  quan- 
tity. During  the  day,  the  found  of  refpira- 
tion  was  foftened.  He  coughed  frequently  ; 
his  pulfe  fell ; he  had  feveral  loofe  {tools ; and 
the  difeafe  evidently  abated.  The  fyrup  was 
repeated  every  two  hours,  and  the  fame  dole 
of  calomel  at  bed-time. 

When  I called  upon  the  23d,  1 was  agree- 
ably 
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ably  furprifed  to  find  my  patient  quite 
cheery  and  playful.  His  breathing  was  eafy, 
and  without  noiie  ; but  his  cough  had  ftill  a 
crouped  found.  He  expedorated  a very  vif- 
cid  mucus ; but  nothing  that  could  be  po- 
fitively  called  membraneous.  His  medicines 
were  continued  on  the  24th  and  25th,  in  the 
fame  dofes  , after  which,  he  only  took  two 
grains  of  calomel  at  bed-time  ; to  which  a 
a few  grains  of  jalap  were  added,  when  his 
bowels  were  flow. 

Upon  the  29th,  he  was  fo  well,  that  the  ufe 
of  the  calomel  was  laid  afide. 

Sept.  3.  1799.  He  has  never  had  any  re- 
turn of  the  difeafe. 


CASE  1L 

J 

Upon  the  18th  of  Augufi:  1796,  I was  de- 
fined to  vifit  the  daughter  of  D.  R.  aged 
nineteen  months. 

I found  her  face  fiuflied,  and  fwelledj 
her  fikin  hot ; pulfe  very  frequent ; and  a 
great  degree  of  croup,  although  but  of  few 
hours  Handing. 
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Without  premifing  any  thing  elfe,  I gave 
her  four  grains  of  calomel  in  the  fyrup  ufed 
in  the  former  cafe. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  fhe  was  put 
into  the  warm-bath  ; and  the  fame  dofe  of 
calomel  repeated.  During  the  day,  the  good 
efFecfs  of  the  medicine  became  evident,  al- 
though flie  had  only  one  eafy  motion  of  her 
bowels.  In  the  evening,  the  calomel  was 
repeated. 

On  the  20th,  fne  had  the  calomel  again, 
although  the  difeafe  had  difappeared,  leaving 
behind  it  fome  degree  of  pyrexia. 

The  child  died  a fhort  time  after  this,  in 
malignant  meafles  ; but  without  any  recur- 
rence of  the  croup. 


CASE  nr. 

Upon  the  9th  May  1797,  I vifited  the 
daughter  of  Mr  B.  aged  about  three  years. 
This  gentleman,  who  is  anxious  that  the  fad 
fhould  be  made  public,  had  already  loft  two 
fine  children  in  the  croup. 

I found  her  completely  in  for  this  difeafe, 

and 


MEDICINE,  1799.  4 63 

and  her  parents  labouring  under  the  deeped 
affli&ion. 

Mr  B.  lives  about  five  miles  from  town,  and 
employs  a furgeon  in  a neighbouring  village, 
with  whom  I met. 

I mentioned  to  him,  the  dependance  I had 
upon  the  ufe  of  calomel ; and  he  confented 
to  let  her  have  four  grains  immediately.  He 
would  have  been  againfl  the  pra&ice,  but 
faid  die  was  exa&ly  in  the  fituation  of  the 
two  former  children,  and  would  therefore  give 
the  cafe  up  to  me.  She  took  about  feven 
grains  of  calomel  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 

Upon  the  10th,  I found  the  difeafe  at  a 
Hand,  and  flie  had  the  fame  proportion  of 
calomel. 

Upon  the  nth,  the  croup  was  gone,  al- 
though the  pyrexia  continued,  with  a great 
degree  of  rednefs  and  heat  of  her  fkin.  Thefe 
went  off  by  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen  in  a 
few  days  ; and  fhe  had  no  return  of  the  dif- 
eafe at  this  date,  Sept.  3.  1799*. 

Jn  this  cafe,  the  fyrup,  as  above,  was  alfo  ufed. 
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CASE  IV. 

The  child  of  Mr  R.  I.  was  feifced  with  the 
croup,  upon  the  4th  of  April  1798. 

When  I faw  him,  and  found  that  the  fymp- 
toms  had  made  very  rapid  progrefs  within  a 
few  hours,  I adminiftered  a very  ftrong  eme- 
tic, which  operated  but  gently.  Within  half 
an  hour  from. -the  operation  of  the  vomit,  he 
took  three  grains  of  calomel,  which  were 
repeated  at  mid-day,  and  again  in  the  even- 
ing; 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  fymptoms 
were  much  relieved.  During  this  day,  he  took 
only  fix  grains  of  calomel,  with  which  quan- 
tity he  was  continued  during  the  6th  and  7th ; 
by  which  time  the  difeafe  had  entirely  difap- 
peared. 

Of  feveral  cafes  which  have  occurred  fince 
the  above,  I took  no  notes.  Some  of  thefe 
died  before  more  than  two  dofes  of  the  calo- 
mel could  be  taken  ; but  the  proportion  of 
deaths  was  very  fmall  indeed. 


The 
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The  calomel  never  induced  vomiting  ; not- 
withftanding  the  quantity  taken,  the  bowels 
were  moved  but  gently,  and  it  was  fometimes 
necefiary  to  add  a few  grains  of  the  pulv.  jalap, 
to  procure  a ftool.  The  mouth  was  never 
rendered  very  fore,  although  moiftened  by  a 
difcharge  of  vifcid  mucus. 
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